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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “George W. Bush”
Monday and Tuesday, May 4-5, 2020


About the Participants

Peter Baker is the chief White House correspondent for The New York Times.

Dan Bartlett served as White House Communications Director (2001-2005) and Counselor to the President (2005-2007); he also worked on Bush’s 1994 gubernatorial campaign and 2000 presidential campaign.

Joshua Bolten served as White House Chief of Staff (2006-2009).

Elisabeth Bumiller is the Washington bureau chief of The New York Times.

Andy Card served as White House Chief of Staff (2001-2006).

Richard Clarke served as National Coordinator for Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Counterterrorism for the United States (1998-2003).

Karen DeYoung is associate editor and senior national security correspondent for The Washington Post.

Robert Draper is a contributing writer to The New York Times Magazine and National Geographic and the author of Dead Certain: The Presidency of George W. Bush. 

Louis Dubose is the co-author, with the late Molly Ivins, of Shrub: The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush and Bushwhacked: Life in George W. Bush’s America, as well as Vice: Dick Cheney and the Hijacking of the American Presidency.

Ari Fleischer served as White House Press Secretary (2001-2003).

David Frum is a staff writer for The Atlantic; he served as speechwriter for George W. Bush (2001-2002).

Robert Gates served as U.S. Secretary of Defense under both President Bush and President Obama (2006-2011).

Barton Gellman is a journalist and the author of Angler: The Cheney Vice Presidency.

Michael Gerson served as President Bush's chief speechwriter (2001-2006) and as a senior policy advisor (2000-2006.)

Richard Haass was an advisor to Secretary of State Colin Powell and Director of Policy Planning for the US State Department from 2001-2003.

Stephen Hadley served as National Security Advisor (2005-2009).

Kent Hance defeated George Bush in the 1978 election for representative from Texas's 19th congressional district.

Karen Hughes is a longtime advisor to George Bush who first served as director of his 1994 campaign for governor of Texas.

Michael Isikoff is a longtime journalist who is currently Chief Investigative Correspondent at Yahoo! News.

Clay Johnson was a classmate of George Bush.

David Kay led the Iraq Survey Group's search for weapons of mass destruction following the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

James Mann is a journalist and author of Rise of the Vulcans: A History of Bush’s War Cabinet.

Bethany McLean is a journalist and co-author of All the Devils Are Here: The Hidden History of the Financial Crisis.

Robert McCleskey is a childhood friend of George Bush.

Bill Minutaglio is author of First Son: George W. Bush and the Bush Family Dynasty.

Rolf Mowatt-Larssen is a former CIA counterterrorism expert.

Michael Morell is a former CIA intelligence analyst; he was President Bush's daily intelligence briefer during 2001, including on September 11th.

Timothy Naftali is a journalist, author, presidential historian and professor at New York University.

George Packer is a journalist and author of The Assassins' Gate: America in Iraq.

Hank Paulson served as Secretary of the Treasury (2006-2009).

Dana Perino served as White House Press Secretary (2007-2009).

Barbara Perry is the Director of Presidential Studies at the University of Virginia's Miller Center, where she co-directs the Presidential Oral History Program.

Gen. David Petraeus served as Commander of U.S. forces in Iraq.

Dana Priest is an investigative reporter at The Washington Post.

Martha Raddatz is ABC News chief global affairs correspondent and co-anchor of “This Week with George Stephanopoulos.”

R.G. Ratcliffe is a former political journalist for Texas Monthly.

Eugene Robinson is a columnist at The Washington Post.

Karl Rove served as Senior Advisor to President Bush from 2000–2007 and Deputy Chief of Staff from 2004–2007.

Wayne Slater is the former senior political reporter for The Dallas Morning News and author of Bush's Brain: How Karl Rove Made George W. Bush.

Ron Suskind is a journalist and author of several books including The Price of Loyalty: George W. Bush, the White House and the Education of Paul O’Neill.

Doug Wead has written several books on presidents and their families.

Peter Wehner served President Bush first as Deputy Director of Speechwriting and later as Director of the Office of Strategic Initiatives.

Col. Lawrence Wilkerson is former Chief Of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell.

Lawrence Wright is a screenwriter, playwright, staff writer for The New Yorker and author of several books including The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11.

Robin Wright is a contributing writer to The New Yorker and author of several books on the Middle East.

Charlie Younger is a childhood friend of George Bush.
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