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Acclaimed Documentary BECOMING KATHARINE GRAHAM Premieres June 16 on PBS and PBS.org 

The Fascinating Story of One Woman’s Evolution from Shy Socialite to Nixon’s Nemesis as the Powerful Publisher of 
The Washington Post, During the Watergate Era and Beyond

ARLINGTON, VA; Date –  Nominated for a 2026 News & Documentary Emmy for Outstanding Historical Documentary, BECOMING KATHARINE GRAHAM is a portrait of a seemingly ordinary woman who accomplished extraordinary things, and a paean to the power of a free press. The film will have its broadcast premiere Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS app. 

Produced and directed by four-time Emmy® winners George and Teddy Kunhardt, BECOMING KATHARINE GRAHAM tells the story of Graham’s accidental rise to power and how it changed history. Born in 1917, Katharine — known as “Kay” — was raised to believe that men would have careers and women would raise the family. But the course of her life would drastically change once her father, financier Eugene Meyer, bought The Washington Post in 1933, a struggling newspaper on the brink of collapse. The paper’s performance improved under her father’s leadership and then under her husband Phil Graham, but Phil’s suicide in 1963 left Kay with a leaderless newspaper and four young children. Forced to decide whether to take over the family business herself or sell it, she surprised everyone by making the unprecedented decision to run it herself.

At its heart, BECOMING KATHARINE GRAHAM is an absorbing examination of the pivotal events of the 1970s that occurred under Kay’s leadership — the publication of the Pentagon Papers, the Watergate scandal, and a violent pressmen’s strike — as well as a look at the treatment she endured as one of the first female leaders in corporate America. This sweeping account combines Kay’s own voice with archival newsreel and television footage, home movies and photographs. Among those lending their insights are longtime friend and investor Warren Buffett, son Don Graham, daughter Lally Weymouth, Gloria Steinem, David Remnick, Bob Woodward, Carl Bernstein, Richard Cohen, Lynn Povich, Susie Buffett, Sharon Osberg and others. 

“Our film tells the story of Kay’s evolution from a shy ‘doormat wife’ to an independent-thinking businesswoman whose dedication to truth when challenged by the Nixon administration changed the course of history,” says Teddy Kunhardt. George Kunhardt adds, “Her example remains a reminder of what a free press can and should be.”

BECOMING KATHERINE GRAHAM will stream simultaneously with broadcast and be available on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS app, which is available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO.

Kunhardt Film Foundation presents, A Life Stories production for PBS. The film is directed and produced by George Kunhardt and Teddy Kunhardt and is edited and produced by Jawad Metni. The director of photography is Bill Winters. Music by Saul MacWilliams and Osei Essed. The producers are Jill Cowan and Matthew O. Henderson. The co-producer is Emma Sasson. Executive producers are Peter Kunhardt, George Kunhardt and Teddy Kunhardt.

About Life Stories
Life Stories is a 501(c)(3) production company that creates and distributes documentary films and educational resources about people whose lives inspire meaningful change. Their interviews, series, films, and educational materials address issues of social justice, history, politics, the arts, and culture. They provide open access to all of content for communities and classrooms through a curated website and YouTube channel.

About PBS
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 36 million adults on linear primetime television, 16 million users on PBS-owned streaming platforms, 56 million viewers on YouTube, and 10 million followers on social media, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature, and public affairs and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. As the number one educational media brand, PBS KIDS helps children 2-8 build critical skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality content on TV — including a PBS KIDS channel — and streaming free on pbskids.org and the PBS KIDS Video app, games on the PBS KIDS Games app, and in communities across America. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS LearningMedia for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. More information about PBS is available at PBS.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, Facebook, Instagram, or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Communications on X.
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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