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Nature Partners with Sesame Workshop, Jane Goodall Institute, BBC and David Attenborough for New Season of Groundbreaking Natural History Specials

(NEW YORK – May 18, 2026) -- Join Elmo on his first-ever African safari and witness Dr. Jane Goodall’s continuing legacy in chimpanzee research in a new season of television’s premiere natural history series Nature. Season 45 of the primetime series will air Wednesdays at 8/7c beginning October 14 on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/nature and the PBS app. Select episodes will also be available to stream on the Nature YouTube channel. 

In Sesame Street and the Great Elephant Adventure, join Elmo and the Sesame Street gang on a once-in-a-lifetime African safari adventure. After adopting an orphaned elephant online, Elmo, Abby and Nina decide to travel to The Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya to meet the young elephant and the keepers who care for her. In Sesame Street’s first-ever safari, the friends embark on an unforgettable journey of discovery, taking them from the caring confines of the elephant sanctuary to the unpredictable African bush, where they come face to face with some of nature’s most iconic wildlife. Presented in collaboration with Sesame Workshop, the primetime special will premiere and stream Wednesday, October 14 at 8/7c on PBS and PBS Kids.

The following two weeks, on Wednesdays, October 21–28, witness the incredible story of Jane Goodall and the matriarchs of the Kasekela chimpanzee troop in Gombe, Tanzania. Matriarch: A Jane Goodall Story (w/t), produced by BBC Studios Natural History Unit, explores the longest-running wild chimpanzee study in the world, revealing how generations of remarkable female chimpanzees have transformed our understanding of chimps for more than 65 years. Through never-before-seen archival footage and newly filmed interviews with Dr. Goodall, audiences gain an intimate glimpse into a multi-generational saga of female power and motherhood.

Later in the season, Wild London with David Attenborough, produced by Passion Planet, features the now 100-year-old natural history icon Sir David Attenborough as tour guide to the urban wildlife adapting to London’s busy streets, rumbling underground and winding waterways. Witness through his eyes how London’s urban jungle blooms, striking the right balance between humans and nature. Other episodes in season 45 include documentaries on the American Amazon, tigers, pangolins, wolverines and more. 

“We are honored to collaborate with Sesame Workshop, BBC and organizations like the Jane Goodall Institute on what we believe are some of the most special episodes in Nature’s history,” said Fred Kaufman, executive producer for Nature. “These partnerships reflect a shared commitment to use storytelling to inspire curiosity, empathy and a deeper connection to the natural world. Between Elmo and Sir David Attenborough, our hosts span nearly a century in age – yet together they remind us that a sense of wonder about our planet belongs to everyone.”


Led by executive producer Fred Kaufman, Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry, bringing the natural world to millions of viewers. Consistently among the most-watched primetime series on PBS, Nature continues to innovate through original digital programming and a commitment to converting viewers into doers. The series has won more than 800 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental organizations, including 21 Emmys and three Peabodys. Nature received two of the wildlife film industry’s highest honors: the Christopher Parsons Outstanding Achievement Award given by the Wildscreen Festival, and the Grand Teton Award given by the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. The International Wildlife Film Festival honored Kaufman with its Lifetime Achievement Award for Media.

Nature’s website, pbs.org/nature, features full episodes, short films, digital series, behind-the-scenes content, news articles, educational resources and an award-winning podcast, Going Wild with Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant. Nature is available for streaming concurrently with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. Classic episodes are available on various FAST channel platforms and on PBS Passport.

Nature is a production of The WNET Group. Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series Producer. Janet Hess is Series Editor. Danielle Broza is Digital Content & Strategy Lead. 

Series funding for Nature is made possible in part by The Arnhold Family in memory of Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, The Fairweather Foundation, Charles Rosenblum, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, Sarah and Sandra Lyu in memory of Seung and Dorothy Lyu, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Dr. George Stanley and Sandra Caruso, Colin S. Edwards, Paul L. Tilley and Family, Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Gregg Peters Monsees Foundation, Koo and Patricia Yuen, Seton J. Melvin, Kitty Hawks and Larry Lederman, Sandra Atlas Bass, and public television viewers.


Websites: 
pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature; youtube.com/naturepbs, tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS

About The WNET Group  
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, THIRTEEN WORLD and WLIW Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.  
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