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Secrets of the Dead Returns with a Fresh Slate of Historical Discoveries, October 14 on PBS
 
Discover the secrets behind Great Zimbabwe, the Statue of Liberty, Tangier Island, Virginia, and the Battle of Camden

Watch preview here
 
(NEW YORK – Sept 2, 2026) -- The award-winning history and science series Secrets of the Dead returns with four all-new episodes, beginning Wednesday, October 14 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App. Select episodes will also be available to stream on the PBS YouTube channel. 
 
The new season begins in Zimbabwe, where the remnants of an ancient civilization are excavated to reveal a grand city once prominent in global trade. It then turns to the United States as part of PBS's "America at 250" programming slate, exploring how the Statue of Liberty was built, following experts in Virginia racing to preserve one of America's most historic islands, and joining veterans-turned-archaeologists in South Carolina as they honor soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War.

This season’s lineup of Secrets of the Dead episodes include: 
 
Secrets of the Dead: Africa's Golden City
Premieres Wednesday, October 14 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App  
 
Great Zimbabwe was one of the most prominent ancient civilizations of the African continent.  Built between the 11th and 15th centuries by ancestors of today’s Shona people, it was the thriving capital of a massive trading empire. But for hundreds of years, Great Zimbabwe was dismissed by European explorers. Now, after half a millennium, new archeological discoveries reveal the true scope of the ancient city's global importance.
 
Secrets of the Dead: Raising Lady Liberty
Premieres Wednesday, October 21 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 
 
She has stood at the entrance to the New York City harbor for nearly 150 years, welcoming millions who have come to start new lives. The Statue of Liberty is an enduring symbol of freedom and a metaphor for the American dream. With unseen documents and new sources, witness the story of how France and the United States came together to produce one of history's greatest monuments. Raising Lady Liberty is featured as part of The WNET Group's The Story of New York collection exploring the stories and history that built New York City and the extraordinary people who continue to inspire the future of this world hub.
 
Secrets of the Dead: Saving Tangier Island
Premieres Wednesday, November 4 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 
 
Welcome to tiny Tangier Island in the Chesapeake Bay. Pivotal in the War of 1812, the island has borne witness to key moments in American history. It's where Francis Scott Key wrote the poem that became the lyrics for "The Star-Spangled Banner" and where hundreds of self-emancipated men joined the British to take up arms against their former masters. Now, rising sea levels threaten the island, and the race is on to ensure Tangier will remain a witness to history.
 
Secrets of the Dead: Finding America’s Fallen
Premieres Wednesday, November 11 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 

A unique archaeological dig is happening in South Carolina, where veterans are investigating a Revolutionary War battle site. Now, these former soldiers want to give Camden's fallen their due. Produced in partnership with South Carolina ETV.

As one of PBS’s ongoing limited primetime series, Secrets of the Dead is a perennial favorite, routinely ranking among one of most-watched series on public television. Secrets of the Dead uses the latest scientific discoveries to challenge prevailing ideas and share fresh perspectives on historical events. The series has received 10 CINE Golden Eagle Awards and six Emmy nominations, among numerous other awards. 
 
Secrets of the Dead is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport. 
 
Secrets of the Dead is a production of The WNET Group. Stephanie Carter is executive producer and Benjamin Phelps is senior producer. Stephen Segaller is executive in charge.   
 
Funding for Secrets of the Dead is provided by public television viewers. 
 
Websites: http://pbs.org/secrets, http://facebook.com/SecretsoftheDead, #SecretsDeadPBS 
 
### 
 
About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, THIRTEEN WORLD and WLIW Create; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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